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NARBADA, nur bud'a.   See neebudda.
NARCISSUS, narsis'sus, according to
Greek mythology, the son of the river god
Cephissus. He possessed rare beauty, but
was excessively vain. Echo, a nymph who
loved him, pined away to a mere voice, be-
cause her love for him found no return, and
Nemesis, determined to punish him for his
coldness of heart, caused him to drink at a
certain fountain, wherein he saw his own
image, with which he fell violently in love.
With this passion he, too, pined away, until
the gods transformed him into the flower
which still bears his name.
NARCISSUS, a genus of Bulbous plants,
mostly natives of Europe. The plants, be-
cause of the beauty of their crisp, lilylike
foliage and the fragrance and delicacy of
their blossoms—yellow or white—are widely
cultivated. The white narcissus is success-
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fully cultivated without soil, in a bowl of
water, the bulbs supported by pebbles, and is
among the most satisfactory of winter house
plants. The yellow daffodils and jonquils,
allied speeies, make their appearance in the
open -with the earliest spring flowers. Some
of the more hardy members of this family
grow wild in English meadows and hedge-
rows.
 NARCOTIC, a substance which, in small
doses, diminishes the action of the nerves
and brings on sleep. Most narcotics are
stimulating when given in moderate doses;
in larger doses they produce sleep, and in
poisonous doses they bring on stupor, con-
vulsions and even death. Opium, hemlock,
henbane, belladonna, aconite, camphor, digi-
talis, tobacco, alcohol and leopard's bane are
well-known narcotics, and of late years there
has been introduced a new series, derived
from coal tar. These include phenacetine,
acetanilid and sulphonal. While narcotics
are at times absolutely necessary to relieve
pain or induce sleep, their action is so uncer-
tain and so dependent on the physical condi-
tion of the person to whom they are ad-
ministered that they should seldom if ever be
used without expert advice.
Related   Articles.    Consult   the   following"
titles for additional information:
Belladonna        Cocaine	Opium
Chloral	Morphine	Tobacco
NARRAGAN'SETT, in colonial times, a
leading Indian tribe occupying Long Island
and the present state of Rhode Island. They
cherished the friendship of Roger Williams,
but joined in King Philip's War, losing
nearly 1,000 men in the famous Swamp Fight.
After the death of their leader, Canonicus,
they were quickly subdued, and now survive
only in mixed bloods.
NARRAGANSETT BAY, an inlet of the
Atlantic Ocean, which extends into Rhode Is-
land for nearly thirty miles, almost to Provi-
dence. Newport is situated near the south-
ern end of the bay, which at its mouth is less
than five miles wide. Its greatest width is
eight miles.
NARVAEZ, nahrvah'eth, panfilo de
(1470M528), a Spanish adventurer and ex-
plorer, who, in 1528, left Cuba with an ex-
pedition for the purpose of exploring the
southeastern part of what is now the United
States. He was betrayed and misled by In-
dian guides and was finally forced to put to
sea. After cruising along the Gulf coast for
several months, his party reached the mouth
of the Mississippi. Two of the boats were
swept to destruction by the rush of the river
current and ]N"arvaez7s was lost in a storm.
NARWHAL, nah'/waht) a marine mam-
mal, about fifty feet long, found in cold
waters of the northern hemisphere. Its body,
tapering like the whales, ends in a fishlike
taU, wid on each side of it, near the head,
•"is a tab resembling a fin. It has no teeth,

